
Smarter Balanced assessments measure a student’s achievement of the New Hampshire College- and Career-Ready 
Standards in English language arts/literacy and mathematics. These standards define learning expectations for what students 
should know and be able to do at each grade level. The New Hampshire Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment is only one 
indicator of a student’s performance. These results should be used along with other information, such as classwork and other 
tests, when making educational decisions. For more information about Smarter Balanced assessments, please visit  
www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm.

The guide below provides information related to the Individual Student Report. The first example is a Grade 5 English 
Language Arts/Literacy sample report annotated with text boxes to explain different components within the report. It is followed 
by a second example of a Grade 5 Mathematics sample report. Scale Scores and Achievement Levels may vary by grade and 
subject.

Individual Student Report Guide 2014 – 2015
Understanding Your Student’s Assessment Scores

The Scale Score is displayed, which includes a ± value with it. The ±  
represents the possible range of scores a student would have if the student 
were to take the assessment multiple times. For example, if the student is 
tested again, 2571 ± 10 indicates he or she is likely to score in the range 
between 2561 and 2581. This range could help parents and educators 
further understand areas of strength and weakness of the student.
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The Achievement Levels and the accompanying 
descriptions of performance serve as a starting point for 
discussion about the performance of individual students 
in mathematics and English language arts/literacy across 
the content areas. Students at Level 3 or above meet 
state expectations and are considered on track for likely 
success in the next grade. All grade- and subject-specific 
score ranges can be viewed on the Achievement Level 
Scale Scores page on the portal (http://nh.portal.airast.org/
resources/?section=reporting-resources).
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Each student who completes the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment 
receives a Scale Score and associated Achievement Level for each content area. 
There are four levels of achievement (i.e., Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4) to 
indicate how well students performed on the assessment. 
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Students will receive two Individual Student 
Reports (English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics). This display provides the student’s 
name, content area, and year tested.
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www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm
http://nh.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Smarter-Balanced-Achievement-Level-Scale-Scores.pdf
http://nh.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Smarter-Balanced-Achievement-Level-Scale-Scores.pdf
http://nh.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=reporting-resources
http://nh.portal.airast.org/resources/?section=reporting-resources


Families and educators can work together using Smarter Balanced student results to improve each student’s 
success in school. Please visit the New Hampshire Department of Education website located at:  
http://education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm for more information.

Next Steps

The Legend indicates the three Student Performance 
Levels on the report. The !  indicates the student performed 
below standard, the  indicates the student performed at/
near the standard, and the  indicates the student performed 
above the standard. 
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The Student Test Performance table provides  
Description and Performance on items specific 
to each Claim. The claim description summarizes 
what students know and can do as demonstrated by 
performance on the assessment. 
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The Comparison Scores table displays the Average Scale 
Score for all assessed students in the district and school levels. 
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http://education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm


Next Steps

Below is an example of a Grade 5 mathematics report. Scale scores and Achievement Levels may vary by grade 
and subject.

Families and educators can work together using Smarter Balanced student results to improve each student’s 
success in school. Please visit the New Hampshire Department of Education website located at:  
http://education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm for more information.

http://education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/sbac/index.htm

